Carolina Comets Fastpitch Softball

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents, Guardians and Players,
Welcome to the Carolina Comets!  We are excited about having you on our team.  For over 15 years the Carolina Comets have provided opportunities for girls to improve their softball skills, develop character and compete against the best female athletes in the country.  We are fortunate to have dedicated coaches providing excellent instruction to help every girl be the best that she can be at the game of softball.

 

Our hope is that your experience with the Carolina Comets will be positive.  Our organization is not just about softball.  Having fun, making new friends, and learning to be good sports are all key elements of our organization.  In addition, our coaches encourage team members to excel in the classroom as well as on the field.

 

The following pages will help to explain our expectations from players as well as the parents and guardians.  Please take time to carefully read and understand the following information.  Enclosed you will find a signature requirement from both player and parent/guardian’s stating that you have read, understand and agree with the expectations and requirements of our organization.  

 

Best wishes to you and your teammates for a successful year.  Feel free to contact any member of our coaching staff if you have any questions.

 

Sincerely,

Sharon Bailey

Carolina Comets Softball Organization

 

 

Mission

 

The mission of the Carolina Comets Fastpitch Softball Organization is to provide an opportunity for the area’s top female athletes to improve their softball skills, increase their self-confidence, and compete against the best teams in the region and nation.

 

 

Goal

 

Our goal is to provide a year round softball program, for girls ages 10-18, that offers advanced instruction in softball fundamentals and team play concepts.  This instruction, along with participation and exposure in competitive tournaments, will help prepare girls to play at the college level.

 

 

Expectations of a Carolina Comet
 

The Carolina Comets believe that discipline, mental toughness, respect for coaches and teammates, and the development of a “team” attitude are as important as batting, defensive, and scoring ability.  Becoming a great softball player requires dedication and sacrifice, therefore Carolina Comets team members are expected to:

 

Attend and be on time for all games and practices.  Practice and game times may vary.  Each player must arrive 60 minutes before game time 15 minutes before practice, or they will be considered late.  Failure to attend practices and games on time will result in punishment as the coaches consider appropriate.  

 

Notify the coach, prior to a game or practice, if unable to attend.  Coaches will determine when repeated lack of attendance will result in suspension or dismissal from the team. 

 

Stretch and warm up prior to all practices and games. 

 

Respect and cooperate with coaches and other teammates at all times. 

 

Respect coach’s decision on playing times 

 

Display good sportsmanship.  Profanity and inappropriate behavior (as determined by the coach) is unacceptable. 

 

Exhibit unselfishness by being a team player. 

 

Make good decisions off the field. Tobacco products will not be tolerated by players under the age of 18.  Use of alcohol, or drugs will not be tolerated and will result in dismissal from the team. 

 

Participate in all team fundraisers. 

 

Strive for academic excellence.  A grade average of less than a “C” (2.0 GPA) is not acceptable.  Coaches may request transcripts at any time to verify acceptable progress. 

 

 

Expectations of Parents and Guardians

 

Parents and guardians are a key ingredient to the success of the Carolina Comets.  Parents can demonstrate the importance of discipline and dedication by meeting the following expectations:

 

Ensure players arrive at games and practices on time and are picked up on time. 

 

Set a good example at games and practices by having respect for coaches, umpires, other parents, and members of other teams. 

 

Be encouraging, not critical, during and after games.

Leave the coaching to the coaches.  Do not provide instructions to the players from the stands. 

 

Do not use profanity. 

 

Respect the coach’s decisions on playing time. 

 

Help organize and participate in team fundraisers such as car washes, bake sales, raffle sales, and other team fundraising events. 

 

Accompany your child to tournaments.  If this is not possible, a note giving permission for another specified person to obtain necessary medical treatment is required for the player to attend the event. 

 

Attend parent meetings scheduled by the coach or teams leaders. 

 

 

 

Practices
 

Practices will be held 3 to 4 times weekly.  During the coarse of the year practice days and times will change based on the needs of the team and coaches.  Each player is expected to arrive at practice

15 minutes before the instructed time given by the coaches. The additional time is required for players to stretch and prepare before the coaches arrive.  Your coaches’ time is valuable; please do not waste their time performing activities that do not require their assistance.  Each player is expected to come to practices/games prepared to practice and play.  Practice is meant to be a time for individual and team development.  We believe hard work can be a fun experience and expect each player to take this time seriously.  

 

 

Playing Time

 

In the Carolina Comets organization, playing time is earned not guaranteed.  Unlike community recreation leagues, players will not always play in every game.  Coaches determine which team members will play.  Playing time is earned by attendance and performance at practice as well as in games.  Who to put into the game is often the most difficult decision a coach has to make, but it is the coach’s decision.

 

Coaches will make the decisions they feel are most likely to give the team a chance to win.  While you may not always agree with these decisions, please respect the coaches’ right to make them.  Coaches are available to discuss a player’s development, her future prospects with the team, and her playing time.  Please choose an appropriate time and place to have these discussions.

 

Participation on School Teams
 

Players for the Carolina Comets are encouraged to play for their school teams.  The coaches of the Carolina Comets are available to discuss any potential conflicts between school athletics and playing for a Comets team.

 

 

Costs and Fees
 

Costs and expenses associated with being a Carolina Comets team member include:

 

Player fees are determined by the head coach prior to the playing season.  This fee goes toward tournament fees, uniforms, equipments, field rental, ASA, AAU, NSA, and USSSA memberships.

Player fees are not refundable.

Our team may require additional funds based on the needs of the team. 

 

Parent/Guardian responsible for:

Meals and overnight accommodations for player and parent/guardian while on tournament trips.

Transportation (personal car) expenses to practices and tournaments.  Carpooling among team members is allowed and encouraged. 

 

  

Fundraisers
 

The organization of fundraisers is vital.  Parent/guardian participation is essential.  Everyone is required to assist the coaches with organizing and by participation in these events.  The funds raised by these events go directly to the team.  In the past, these fundraisers have included car washes; bake sales, yard sales, raffle sales, and other events.

 

 

Uniforms and Dress Code
 

All uniforms are the property of the Carolina Comets organization.  Uniforms will be issued at the beginning of the season and are to be turned in at the coach’s request.  Players are expected to take care of their uniform.  Please launder uniforms according to garment instructions to ensure that the uniforms stay in quality condition.

 

During practices or games, players are not permitted to wear jewelry of any type.  This includes earrings, necklaces, bracelets, anklets, and rings.  Elastic hair bands for holding back long hair are recommended.

 

  

Practice and Tournament Facilities
 

We are fortunate to have fields available for practice.  Parents, players, and families are asked to take care of all practice facilities to ensure that the privilege of using them is not lost.  Restrooms, dugouts, and other areas of the facilities should be kept clean by ensuring trash is placed in receptacles.  When attending tournaments, please observe each facility’s rules.

  

 

Team Organization Suggestions
 

Team organization plays a big part in making the tournament experience a positive one.  Listed below are for parents to consider in the organization of our Carolinas Comets team.  Remember that coaches have the final decision in what will work best for our team.  However, by volunteering, parents allow the coaches to concentrate on coaching and the success of the team on the softball field. 

 

Parents can assume various roles to help the team.  Two or more individuals may share the positions listed below.  These roles include:

 

Parent Volunteer Coordinator
Works directly with the coach regarding the needs of the team.  Enlists other parent leaders.  Makes available to all team members a list of player/parent name, address, phone numbers, and e-mail addresses.

 

Phone / E-mail Leader
At the coaches request, contacts each player/parent regarding necessary changes in schedules, practice times, etc.  Assist other leaders with calls when necessary.

 

Fundraiser Leader
Works with coach to determine necessary fundraisers.  Coordinates the events and enlists parent volunteers to assist.  Works with Phone / E-mail Tree Leader to remind parents of their time of service.

 

First Aid Leader
Works with the coach to ensure all medical forms are easily available and that the team’s first aid kit is up to date.  Assists the players with necessary treatment for injuries/sickness.  

 

Concession Leader
This is a shared responsibility.  Responsible for bringing fruit and snacks for the team to practices and games.  A monthly rotation schedule is suggested, and will be determined by the parent volunteer coordinator.

 

For more information on these duties or other ways the team may need parent assistance, please contact your coaches.

 

 

I have read, understand, and will fully comply with all the expectations, rules and regulations required to be a member of the Carolina Comets organization.  I understand that failure to fulfill any of the above conditions will result in a dismissal from the group.  All monies given to the non-profit organization are considered a charitable contribution and are not refundable at any time.  

 

 

                                                                            Date_________           

Players Name

 

 

 

                                                                            Date_________

Parent/Guardian 

                                                                            Date_________

Players Signature Required If 18 Yrs.

